
				    Volunteer Profile:  Carolyn McBride 
NCPR was very fortunate when Carolyn McBride started attending meetings 
a couple of years ago. Carolyn and her husband, Al, have an 11 year-old black 
standard poodle named Koko about whom Carolyn relays the most engaging 
stories that have everyone at NCPR rolling with laughter. (We think she 
should write a book). Carolyn became aware of NorCal Poodle Rescue after 
getting Koko from Patty Moulthrop’s Blue Skies Kennel in Lafayette, but a 
hectic schedule kept her from volunteering for NCPR. Several years ago, 
after taking early retirement, Carolyn decided to take Patty up on her long-
standing invitation to come and enjoy the fun in NCPR. NCPR benefits 
enormously not only from Carolyn’s friendly attitude and expertise on 
hotline duties but also from her experience and knowledge in retail sales. 

The filled baskets at the most recent holiday brunches were her idea, and 

from us. They thought that Fleur and Phoebe would be good playmates, and called to ask if they could adopt 
Phoebe when she had completed treatment. Karen adopted Phoebe in May and Phoebe has continued to 
flourish. Karen, Mike, and Fleur couldn’t be happier about their new family member.

Kynter

Kynter, an eight-year-old black standard female, was one of four poodles that 
we re-homed for a woman in financial distress. Kynter had three large tumors 
that had been biopsied as benign but still looked threatening. We decided 
they had to be removed before she was adopted. Because older poodles are at 
significant risk for gastric torsion (see “Bloat Dangers in Standard Poodles” by 
Mary Klays), especially when stressed, we decided to also have her stomach 
tacked” so she couldn’t bloat. Kynter recovered from her “four-in-one 
surgery” very well.

For months, Ann had been calling and e-mailing us to express her desire for 
an older female standard, and we just couldn’t accommodate her until Kynter 
arrived. After several discussions, Ann and her husband, Gene, decided to 
have a trial adoption with Kynter. At first, it seemed like it would be difficult 

to fit a new dog into their busy lives, but Kynter has been very adaptable. Now, 
Ann and Gene can’t imagine life without Kynter.

Teddy

In April, Yolo County Animal Services called us about a nine-year-old 
miniature poodle who was surrendered after his owner died. They deemed 
him “unadoptable” due to dental problems. Teddy indeed had horrible 
teeth and smelly breathe, but he quickly endeared himself to everyone who 
met him. Within a few days, he went to the vet to have his teeth cleaned. 
First, Teddy needed blood tests to confirm that he was healthy enough for 
surgery, and the test verified that he could have surgery. After the proce-
dure, the vet told us that when they removed the tartar from Teddy’s teeth, 
many just fell out, and they had to remove 18 teeth. Two days later, Teddy 
returned to the vet for follow-up oral surgery.

Throughout this ordeal, Teddy was a wonderful patient and a sweet boy. 
Carol, who was mourning the passing of her beloved poodle, called us in 

hopes of finding a new poodle companion. Teddy and Carol seemed like 
the perfect match. When Carol came to meet Teddy, he was so happy to greet her and was equally thrilled to 
jump in the car and go home with her. Carol and Teddy have been fast friends. Carol even took Teddy to the 
doggie dentist to make sure his mouth is healthy and his remaining teeth will sparkle.
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NCPR News (continued)

We love having fun while fundraising for our poodles and have planned many fun events for 2010. We had 
a great time hosting our Second Annual Poodle Picnic and Adoption Reunion in Danville on May 16 where 
we launched our 2010 Benefit Raffle. Raffle ticket sales will continue until the grand prize drawing at our 
holiday brunch and boutique on November 14. We chose this date to allow you to “jump start” your holiday 
shopping for poodle lovers and to avoid interfering with the Thanksgiving Holiday. Our very successful fifth 
annual All Breed Obedience and Rally Workshop is scheduled for September 26 in Concord. Finally, NCPR is 
honored to benefit from the fabulous Poodle Day event to be held in Carmel on October 2. We hope you can 
join us at one or all of these upcoming, fun-filled poodle events.

NCPR is beginning to embrace the electronic age. We will be launching a newly designed website, which will 
be much easier to navigate, to provide even more useful information. The website will also feature wonder-
ful poodle items for sale. You’ll also be able to access our new blog providing adoption news and can update 
everyone about your adopted poodle by sharing your comments and interact with our growing fan base on 
NorCal Poodle Rescue’s Facebook Fan Page. We thank our loyal fans and followers and invite the poodle 
loving community to join us in person and on the Web.

Warm regards,
Sue Cooper
NCPR President

Statistics for January 1 to May 31, 2010:
    * 30 adoptions: 8 standards, 11 miniatures, 6 toys, and 5 poodle mixes
    * 11 “special needs” poodles
    * 21 private surrenders and 9 shelter rescues
    * Shelter rescues from Contra Costa, Sacramento, Solano, and Yolo Counties, as well as from Palo Alto, 
Tracy, and Yuba City
    * Private surrenders from cities including Berkeley, Merced, Napa, Reno, San Francisco, and Santa Cruz
    * Adoptions to cities including Arnold, Carmel, Castro Valley, Concord, Fair Oaks, Lakeport, Livermore, 
Lucerne, Millbrae, Paradise, Petaluma, Reno, San Rafael, Santa Cruz, Stockton, and Walnut Creek

A Big Thank You to Our Volunteers
Many thanks to our wonderful volunteers.  You really do make a difference. 

Diane Arellano, Karen Barber, Sally and Ed Boyce, Kathi and Murray Bullis, Allison Cain, Sue and Jack 
Cooper, Roberta Doth, Pam Hibbard, Roz Hinz-Bowser, Diana House, Diana Kerr, Mary Klays, Sharon Lee, 
Carolyn and Al McBride, Patty and Bud Moulthrop, Christy Neidig, Sue Scoff, Viki Stevens, Cathy and John 
Turney, Misty Wilson

Special thanks to Kathi Bullis, Allison Cain and Pam Hibbard for their work on the newsletter.

	 in memory of Hawk , Ch. Windward Blue Skies Winterhawk, 14 years, loved by Patty & Bud
	 in memory of Woofer, 12 years, loved by Judy Handley
	 in memory of Eric, Ch. Splash Extremely Blue Skies, 10 years, loved by Roxann and Bill Happ
	 in memory of Makena, 14 years, loved by Jeanette and Loren Johnson
	 in memory of William, Ch. Blue Skies Sovereign My Way, 10 years, loved by Ann and Robert Herzog

Businesses Donating or Discounting Goods & Services:
Alpine Veterinary Hospital, Concord, Dr. S. S. Virk	 Bark Busters, Castro Valley, Gail Chadbourne
Encina Veterinary Hospital, Walnut Creek, Dr. Peter Nurre	 Fur Fairy Grooming, Walnut Creek, Joy Whitcomb
Groomingdales, Concord, Jill Green	 North Gate Kennels & Cattery, Walnut Creek, 
		  Billy Rogers (owner) & Bonnie Bray (manager)
Pet Food Express	 Redwood Veterinary Clinic, Santa Rosa, 
	  	 Dr. Richard Hoskins


